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Please note that in accordance with Section 46(2) of the 1997 Act this Torm will anly be accepted 1l deln ered by
REGISTERED POST or by hand 10 the ALADB offices at the loltowing address: Aquaculture Licences Appceals
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Fecs must be received by the closing date for receipt of appeals Amount Tick
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An appeal by the holder of a licence aguinst the revocation or amendment of that licence €380
by the Minister S ey
An appeal by any other individual or organisation €150 v
Request for an Oral Heaning* (fec payable in addition to appesl fee)
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The Legisiation governing the appeals is set out at Appendix 1 below,

SUBJECT MATTER OF THE APPEAL
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APPELLANT'S PARTICULAR INTEREST
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GROUNDS OF APPEAL
Statc in full the grounds ol appea! and the reasons, considerations, and arguments on which they are based;
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| am a resident of Kinsale and | wish to appeal the granting of the mussel farm
license T05-472A in Kinsale Harbour.

The census of Kinsale in 2022 showed 4,529 people over the age of 18 years in the
town. In less than 48 hours aver 2,000 people signed a petition on local media
objecting to the granting of the license.

The Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine, DAFM and the Aquaculture
Licences Appeals Board, ALAB must take note of the volume of concern in regards
to this.

I believe the DAFM process is flawed and has not adequately identified or addressed
the issues around a Bottom Grown, BG mussel farm in Kinsale Harbour.

There are too many unanswered questions concerning it.

There is enormous difficulty in accessing information regarding the licensing
process.

There is a lack of transparency from both the DAFM and the shellfish company
involved , who as far as | am aware have not engaged with the townspeople of
Kinsale.

The area of the harbour in question has been used for leisure, pleasure and maritime
businesses for generations by the people in Kinsale.

| swim in the harbour. | did rehabilitation in the water at the dock beach following
knee surgery. | windsurfed in the harbour. 1 sail in the harbour. | row in the harbour. |
volunteer at maritime events on the water. | picnic in the harbour. t am not alone in
these activities.

The harbour is in use all year round. The Christmas Day swim at the pier and dock
beach, the Maritime Parade on March 16th, the Kinsale Regatta to name a few. The
waters of Kinsale are very suitable for yacht racing and there are local, regional,
national and international sailing events annually on the calendar. The Optimist
Munster Championships are coming up in September with over a hundred boats
many of which will race in the area in question. Bigger events such as the Inclusion
Games, the World Disabted Sailing Championships, the Dragon Gold Cup, the
Sovereigns Cup would not happen without the panticipation of the community and
local businesses. It goes without saying that events like these benefit the local
economy enormously.

| enjoy the vibrancy and activity in Kinsale harbour, be it ships arriving to unload,
leisure boats, rowing clubs, RNLI training, fishing trawlers, the arrival of visiting
yachts from overseas etc. During the covid pandemic many more people discovered
the harbour and continue to use it. This month it is alive with the sounds of children
on annual school activity days. The maritime community in Kinsale shares the
harbour. When 1 bring visitors to Kinsale | always detour to arrive to Charles Fort so
they can see the beauty of the harbour. My daughter had a marriage ceremony on
the coastal path beyond Sallyport and we got some great photographs with that part
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of the harbour in background.

| cannot find out how a BG mussel farm would operate in Kinsale and how its
operation would impact the current users.

| do not know what one even looks like.

How did that area of the harbour get recognised as a suitable area for shellfish
farming when there were existing activities already established there ?

| cannot find out.

The protocols involved are inadequate.

The applicant state the completion of successful trials.

| cannot find any information on what a trial is or who assesses it.

in the determination of the granting of the license T05-472A the minister’s reasons
were identical to those given for licence renewal of T05-530A, T05-530B and TO5-
530C. These would appear to be a stock list of reasons despite the BG mussel farm
being a totaily different entity in a different part of the harbour.

| have questions around his reasons.

* Public access to recreational and other activities can be accommodated by this
project’

What is the public access?

What are the recreational and other activities?

What specifically needs to be accommodated ?

How will it be accommodated ?

| cannot find out.

‘All issues raised during the Public and Statutory consultation phase’

There were over 600 objections/ submissions | believe yet | cannot find any
information regarding the responses to the issues.

Why is that information not in the public realm ?

‘The proposed development should have have a positive effect on the economy of
the local area

| cannot find a report explaining that statement.

if the minister has signed off on this where are the relevant reports from the
department ?

| keep a boat on a mooring and pay the relevant annual fee for same.

What effect will mussel seed have on my mooring lines ?

Or on the harbour navigation buoys ?

Or the various marinas and pontoons ?

I cannot find out.

| use the Dock beach and am concerned about stepping on broken shells after
dredging/ storms.

Do 1 need to be concerned?

| cannot find out

Can boats drop anchor in the mussel farm area?
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Can marks be layed for maritime activities such as racing, sailing schools, power
boat lessons, pot fishing ?

I cannot find out.

Kinsale harbour has a maritime history going back centuries What lies beneath the
waters of the harbour and would it be affected by a BG mussel farm ?

The application dates from 2019 and | believe there have been many changes since
then.

One report from the Marine Institute 2019 states that the contribution of the
aquaculture production activities to climate change is considered insignificant.

| ask what is the impact of climate change on planned aquaculture activities at this
site ?

There is a bank off the blockhouse in James Fort. After the winter storms itisin a
different position each year.

Qur weather is changing. Our storms are getting worse. Our rainfall is getting more
intense, we've had to add extra down pipes to our dormer bungalow to cope with it.
The river Bandon flows out Kinsale harbour. The weather, flood works upriver etc
have an impact on the harbour.

We have had floods. Some houses on the foreshore in Summercove have installed
reinforced glass in their windows to cope with the waves during storms.

We had a recent spell of fine weather in May 2025. Unusually it was accompanied by
easterly winds which were prevalent for a number of weeks. This led to a disturbed
sea state in that part of the harbour.

What effect do storms have on the seabed ?

We’ve had one hurricane, are there more coming 7

Kinsale harbour is silting up and the eddy currents are getting stronger.

What report / assessment is there today on the harbour, its currents, channels etc ?
What effect will dredging have on the harbour iImmediately and in the long term?
Our fishing fleet has grown since 2019.

Is there a report on the impact of BG mussel farms on those boats ?

The success of the Wild Atlantic Way has grown over time and with it marine
tourism. We now have cruise ships anchoring in the harbour that weren't visiting in
2019.

Kinsale as a "brand” is known internationally and it is understandable that
businesses would like to be associated with it. ‘The Rising Tide * from Bord lascaigh
Mhara *

discusses branding and marketing in their review.

The Kinsale brand needs to be protected

Will it be damaged by this farming activity ?

The DAFM process in assessing BG mussel farm licences is flawed and inadequate
There is a focus on scientific technical reporting and marine assessment from the
National Parks and Wildlife Service, NPWS, and the Marine Institute M.
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At the very least there needs to be a comprehensive socioeconomic repon to explore
the impact on existing maritime activity, employment, local economy, the people etc
The intormation needs to be public and accessible.

The town and people of Kinsale have not been recognised at all which | find
undemocratic.

BG mussel farming is new to County Cork. It doesn’t show on the Rising Tide review
maps yet Woodstown Bay Shellfish show three areas on their new website

If this industry is going to evolve it needs to do so from a fair base.

The areas of water to be used for BG mussel farms need to be assessed properly.
They are not assessed beyond the aquatic environment at present.

The operation of these farms must not be dictated by the industry at this early stage.
There has been a focus on mussel seed issues but not on the sites themselves nor
the next stage.

It the government hope this country is to be seen as a leader nation in Marine policy
they need to get their government departments to change, evolve and deliver a fair
and open process. We are an island nation with a huge coastline.

Marine and maritime are two words with different meanings. | appreciate that my
appeal is not that technicai but the word maritime involves people and | don't have
scientific data on people in the harbour, only personal experience.

The DAFM needs to address the human factors as the current process is flawed and
incomplete.

The designation of the area as being suitable for aquaculture is questionable as the
current users of the water were not recognised . The trials are inadequate as they
have not addressed the issues of the current users. Too much time has passed.
There are too many unanswered questions.

Therefore | am appealing this license and ask that it be overturned.

| am a pensioner and | resent the fact that | am paying for this appeal and registered
post. | am fortunate that | can afford to.

Others cannot

Elma O'Sullivan
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CONFIRMATION NOTICE ON E1A PORTAL (if required

In accordanee with Section 411} £ of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, where an Envirornmental Impact
Assessment (E1A) is required For the project in question, please provide a copy of the confinmation nolice, or
other evidence (such as the Porta) 11 Number) that the proposed aquaculiure the subject of this appeal 15
meluded on the portal established under Section 172A of the Planning and Development Act 2000. (See
Iixplanatory Note al Appendix 2 below for further infonnation}.

Please tick the relevant box below:

EIA Portal Confirmation Notice is cnelosed with this Notice uf}\ppca]

Other evidence of Project’s inclusion on EIA Porttal is enclosed or set out below (such as
the Portal D) Number) . _
An ELA was not completed in the Application stage/the Project does not appear on the EIA o
Poral

!

Details of other
evidence

Signed b} the Appellant | _ . i Date |0 H Suwne ‘20’23-

Please note that this form will only be accepted by REGISTERED POST or handed in to the ALAB l
_ offices
Payment of fees must be reccived on or before the closing date for receipt of appeals, otherwise the
appeal will he deemed invalid.

Flus Notiee of Appeal should be completed under cach heading, icluding all the documents. parhiculars. or
information as speeitied o the nonce and duly signed by the appellant. and may nchude such addinonal
documents, pacticulars, os infonnation relating t the appeal as the appellant COMNILETS NECessaTy ar dpproprate
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